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INTRODUCTION 
 
Here's to the Winners! 
Congratulations to you, the new International Champion Quartet!  The Coronet Club 
welcomes you to the ranks of champion quartets, and to what we hope will be one of 
the most treasured times of your lives! 
The Coronet Club hopes that this booklet, the Queens' Kit, will provide the answers to 
questions you have now, and to some that haven't yet occurred to you. It reviews some 
of the things that will be expected of you. It was prepared for you by members of other 
International Champion Quartets, and it will serve as a helpful guide for this year. 
Please take the time to read it thoroughly! 

 
Your New Title 
Your official title is 20** International Champion Quartet.  The ** represents the calendar 
year following the convention when you won that title.  This change was adopted in 
1993 by the International Board of Directors. 
Within Sweet Adelines International you may also be called the "20** Queens of 
Harmony." Both the International Board of Directors and the Coronet Club discourage 
use of that title outside the organization because the general public understands 
"champion," and that word more accurately describes the honor you have won.   
 

The Championship Image 
You are Sweet Adelines International, personified. To attain this status you were judged 
by a panel of the organization's finest judges on your ability to sing well together. Now 
that the crowns are on your heads you will be judged by the entire membership on 
many other abilities, such as: 
Being cordial and gracious when asked to sing "just one more" at 4:30 a.m. when you're 
half dead... 
Being friendly and understanding with your critics...  
Being appreciative and humble with your many admirers… 

 
New Responsibilities 
This first year, as reigning International Champions, you officially "belong" to the 
International Organization as its current representatives. Members of the International 
Headquarters staff will be in touch with you, as will the International President. 
At the close of your championship year, during the next International Convention, you 
will be officially welcomed into the Coronet Club.  During this first year, though, the 
Immediate Past President of the Coronet Club will serve as liaison between you and the 
Coronet Club.  She will keep in touch with you to offer assistance, and to prepare you 
for your responsibilities.  Feel free to call upon her, or any member of the Coronet Club 
Board of Directors, at any time.  Answers and assistance are as close as your 
telephone or e-mail! 
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To the Queens...Their Crowns! 
Your new crowns were provided by the Coronet Club, along with a crown case in which 
to carry them.  The following is the protocol for wearing your crowns: 
At the International Convention, it is expected that you wear your crowns for all 
convention activities.  You will be expected to wear them at the Reception for 
Competing Quartets, on the Coronet Club Show, and at the Coronet Club Annual 
Meeting.  Remember how much the competing quartets look forward to seeing the 
sparkle of our crowns in the competition audience. 
As a quartet, you may wish to wear your crowns when performing on any Sweet 
Adelines or Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS) show, whether or not another 
champion quartet is featured.  
It's always a good idea to check with the host chapter to make sure they want you to 
wear your crowns. 
Use your best judgment about wearing crowns on non-barbershop performances, 
considering the occasion and mode of dress.  Your gold medal and blue ribbon speak 
for themselves—sometimes it's easier to leave the crowns at home than to try to explain 
our "queenly traditions!" 
Keep your crowns in their cases when your attire is extremely casual...like blue jeans 
and t-shirts.  If you choose to wear your crowns with jeans, please consider wearing 
“dressy” jeans with a nice-looking top, not a t-shirt or oversized denim shirt.  
Remember…… dress to the crowns! 
Organizational policy provides that no crowns are to be worn by, or presented to, 
anyone in Sweet Adelines International for any reason other than earning the status of 
International Champion Quartet.  The crown remains symbolic of this special area of 
achievement!  This being said, we all have let friends, family, etc. “try on” our crowns 
and in this age of Instagram and Facebook, it is “out there” that we are allowing other 
people to try them on.  Please make sure to be responsible in how we allow non-
Queens to wear our crowns and how these photos are presented on social media. 

 
First Place Medals 
On show appearances during your championship year you will want to wear your first 
place medals on the blue ribbons. Your medals may also be worn for any function of 
Sweet Adelines International or any non-barbershop occasion where you are 
representing the organization, either as a quartet or as an individual Coronet Club 
member.  As current champions your medals may be worn either on blue ribbons or as 
pins. At the end of your championship year you will need to retire the blue ribbons. You 
may either wear the medal on a purple ribbon, as a pin or hang it on a gold chain or 
black cord……whichever is most comfortable or appropriate to your attire.  Please keep 
in mind though, after your championship year is over, during performances please be 
consistent as a quartet and wear your medals on the same chain, ribbon or as a pin. 
 

The Joni Bescos Trophy 
Each year, the Coronet Club presents a traveling trophy to the new champion quartet.  
The current trophy is named in memory of Joni Bescos.  She was the recipient of the 
second Sweet Adelines International Lifetime Achievement Award in 1999.  A Master 
Arranger, Joni has hundreds of arrangements to her credit and was instrumental in 
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developing educational tools for arrangers.  Joni was an International Quartet Champion 
with Four for the Show, and served as Coronet Club President for four years.  She was 
also a member of the International Judging Program, was certified in three categories 
and served as a chorus director.  Sweet Adelines lost an icon when Joni passed away 
in February in 2009.  The Joni Bescos Trophy was presented to Sweet Adelines 
International by the Coronet Club in 2013 and replaced The Renee Craig Trophy. The 
Renee Craig Trophy was presented to Sweet Adelines International by the Coronet 
Club in 2002, in honor of Renee Craig, lead of the 1957 Queens of Harmony, the 
Cracker Jills.  Renee is the former Director of the Coronet Club, past Vice President of 
the Coronet Club, former Director of the past International Champion Ramapo Valley 
Chorus, a noted arranger, and the first recipient of the International President’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award.   
The Renee Craig Trophy replaced the Jewel King Trophy that was presented to Sweet 
Adelines International in 1987 in memory of Jewel King, bass of the 1951 Queens of 
Harmony, the Quarternotes.  Jewel was a past president of the Coronet Club and was, 
for many years, a member of the International Board of Directors. 
Champion Quartets of 1947-1966 were awarded the Ozzie Westley trophy, presented in 
honor of one of the early barbershop arrangers who played an important role in the 
formative years of Sweet Adelines International.  Our 1967-1986 champions were 
awarded the Coronet trophy, presented in memory of Floyd Connet, coach of many of 
our champion quartets, and at the time of his death, Education Director of Sweet 
Adelines International. 
The Joni Bescos Trophy has plates upon which your Quartet’s name will be engraved. 
International Headquarters will provide more precise information. 
As current champions, you will be responsible for transporting the trophy to next year's 
International Convention.  Sweet Adelines International will reimburse you for any 
expense involved if you submit a receipted bill to the Finance Director.  Protect the 
trophy with your lives! 
 

 
ASCAP Trophies 
Each year the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers presents 
individual permanent trophies to members of our champion quartet.  In an effort to 
maintain the special working relationship enjoyed by Sweet Adelines International with 
ASCAP, it is recommended that you write to the Assistant to the President, American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP), 1 Lincoln Plaza, New York, 
NY 10023, to thank them for the four individual trophies. 
 

 

SHOWS AND PERFORMANCES 

 
Barbershop Shows 
During your championship year you will probably headline all Sweet Adeline shows on 
which you perform.  In the following years, you will probably headline Sweet Adeline 
shows unless there are more recent Champions on the same bill.  You may also be the 
headline quartet for a BHS chapter show, depending on the nature of other talent 
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appearing on the same program. 
"Headlining" a show means you will have the feature spot, usually as the final quartet to 
appear on stage prior to the finale.  Should this not be the case, smile and perform at 
your assigned time; either the show planners had specific reasons for a different lineup.  
Given a choice, many Champions prefer to close the first half of the show. The 
audience will still be awake, and it gives the quartet the opportunity to personally sell 
recordings both at intermission and after the show! 
 

Bidding/Fees 
Sweet Adelines and BHS choruses are non-profit organizations. Their annual show is a 
primary means of raising funds to support their musical programs, while exposing their 
members and the general public to the highest quality of entertainment in the 
barbershop style — YOU!  Fees should cover all expenses of that performance, while 
providing a source of income to cover the cost of quartet operation, e.g. costumes, 
makeup, coaching, business cards, attendance at Regional functions, etc. 
Your geographic location may affect the number and type of show bids you receive, 
since chapters who might love to invite you may be unable to afford the transportation 
costs.  Sign up for frequent flyer programs for all major airlines and work to secure the 
lowest possible fares. 
There are several methods of bidding, and you will want to select the one that best 
meets your needs.  In any case, specify the length of time you will hold the date open 
awaiting a response from the chorus. 
 

All-inclusive Fee.  This cost could include items such as: 

 Your performance fee for the show(s) and afterglow, if applicable 

 Round-trip airfares for quartet members, if applicable 

 Automobile mileage at the current SAI accepted rate, if applicable 

 Meals en route and at the show location 

 Hotel accommodations at the show location, if applicable 

 Any miscellaneous expense, such as loss of pay, baby-sitting, tips, etc. 
It should not be necessary to itemize these expenses in your quotation unless you are 
asked to do so.  Your fee should not include expense for any person other than quartet 
members. Coaches, agents, managers, husbands, friends, or family members who 
travel with you must be at their own (or your) expense. 
You will want to explain that the bid is based on current airfares and that your bid will 
increase (or decrease) based on any change in fares between the time you submit a bid 
and the time you receive an acceptance. 
 
All-inclusive Fee/Airfare Extra.  This fee would include all the above items except the 
cost of airline transportation at the time of ticketing.  By using this option you can 
request that the chapter advance the cost of airline tickets, which you then purchase.  
This enables the chapter to avoid the cost of a fare increase. 
 

Fee Plus Airfare and On-site Expenses.  Since it is their town, the chapter usually has a 
better understanding of hotel/meal costs.  Additionally, they can arrange for you to 
charge meals to your rooms and have the entire bill paid by the chapter.  Your fee 
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should include potential expenses en route, tips, and any at-home expenses.  These 
are some questions you will want to resolve prior to acceptance and confirmation of a 
show bid: 

 How many performances is the quartet expected to give?  (The number of 
shows, afterglows, cast parties, etc.)  Make it clear that the agreed-upon 
fee is based on that specific number of performances. 

 At what point in the show program will the quartet perform, and will the 
show performance be in one slot or are you expected to appear more than 
once? 

 Will the chorus request that you learn and/or perform any special material 
or wear any special costuming to conform to the theme of the show? 

 Will the show be recorded or videotaped and, if so, for what use? (No 
recordings should be made without your written permission.) 

 If you have recordings, will you be permitted to sell them before and after 
the show and during intermission, and are there any auditorium 
restrictions requiring that a percentage of income be paid to the 
auditorium?  Be sure to advise the chapter if you will require chapter 
member(s) to assist with these sales. 

 What type of housing will you receive?  Two double rooms are standard.  
If applicable, specify under what circumstances, if any, you will stay in 
someone's home (inform them of allergies to cigarettes, pets, etc. if these 
are a problem). 

 
It's Show Time! 
When you have arrived, and prior to show time, confirm all details of your performance 
(take your copy of the signed contract with you).  Stay within your allotted performance 
time unless the emcee calls you back for an encore.  Always leave them wanting more!! 
Your responsibilities as Champions do not end with your final song.  You are still 
representing Sweet Adelines when you are offstage, and your attire, conversation, and 
conduct should be queenly and in good taste.  Be prepared to sing at any request, but 
don't take more than your fair share of the limelight.  The chapter show and 
accompanying festivities are also a showcase for other quartets, so be an attentive and 
encouraging audience.  
Attend all show-related functions as a quartet rather than as a single, duo, or trio, 
keeping in mind that the behavior of each member reflects not only on the quartet but 
also on the organization. Keep any personal problems and differences personal.  As 
Sweet Adelines’ Champions, you are expected to appear gracious and friendly! 
 

 
Expect the Unexpected 
Sometimes unexpected situations arise and things will not go as smoothly as planned.  
Be prepared for the inevitability of lost luggage, delayed flights, illness, etc.   Should 
there be a need to cancel your appearance, call the show chairman the minute you are 
aware of the situation.  If possible, check with other champions or top-ranking quartets 
to determine who might be available to take your place, so that you can offer some 
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alternatives. 
All champions have "war stories" about experiences they have had, and there's no 
doubt that you will also run into some situations that will be frustrating and even 
stressful.  Trust us....in a year or two you'll all laugh when someone says "Do you 
remember when....." 

 
Performances for organizations outside the BBS community 
Performances for non-barbershop groups or organizations will generally not require 
long-distance travel.  However, you will still want to confirm necessary details before 
accepting such a performance. Those details might include: 

 Time you are expected to perform, and length of performance 

 Who to contact on your arrival, and where you might expect to find them 

 When you will receive payment. 
When performing for such groups, give a brief explanation of Sweet Adelines and your 
position as an International Champion Quartet (particularly if you were asked to wear 
your crowns).  
 
Your Chapter(s) 
Quartet members are one of a chorus' greatest assets.  As International Champions, 
that is now truer than ever.   Plan to be available for your own chorus show(s) if at all 
possible.  To insure that all aspects of any performance are understood by both parties, 
conduct dealings in the same professional manner that you do with outside chapters, 
even if you have to initiate the contact.  This can prevent misunderstandings at show 
time! 
 

 

QUARTET OPERATION 

 
Job Sharing 
Long before reaching the status of International Champion, most quartets have found a 
means of dividing responsibilities so that each quartet member carries her share of the 
workload.  Typical responsibilities include contact person, finance, travel coordination, 
correspondent, recording, costume, music, and performance planning. Your new title 
will increase the importance of this equitable division!  In this section we have included 
some suggestions that may be helpful. 
 
Correspondence 
One of your first obligations on returning home from convention will be the writing of 
many "thank you" notes.  Funds permitting, you may want to invest in stationery and 
business cards that include your new title.  Incidentally, that title is forever—you will 
always be the 20** International Champion Quartet (not the 20** Champions).  The 
crown logo on Coronet Club stationery is for the Club's official use, and may not be 
borrowed by any individual quartet.  Promptness in sending thank you notes to your 
hostesses and to the host chapter will enhance your image and reputation. 
Maintain an accurate record of all correspondence and all engagements in order to 
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avoid conflicts. You will find a two or three year calendar extremely helpful.  
 
Performance Information Sheet 
To avoid confusion, a performance information sheet is helpful. This may include 
information such as costume and accessories, songs to be performed, location of 
performance and, if out of town, travel specifications.  Include flight and housing 
information and number(s) where you can be reached in case of emergency.  

 
Publicity 
Along with consideration of new stationery and business cards, you will want to plan for 
publicity demands. When you are hired for a performance, most groups will expect a 
publicity photo of your quartet to use in their program.   
Keep the International Headquarters Staff apprised of your activities throughout the 
year.  You will be asked to submit articles for The Pitch Pipe so that members can hear 
about your activities and experiences.  You will also be asked for an article with 
personal information about each quartet member, the history of your quartet, and 
pictures of each member and her family.   
 

Quartet Registration 
As an International Champion Quartet, your name is protected forever—it will never be 
available for registration to another group.  In accordance with International policy, 
International Champion Quartets are exempt from payment of the annual quartet 
registration fee.  However, as long as you remain an active quartet you must continue to 
send in the Quartet Registration Form each year.  Of course in order to register as a 
quartet, each member must continue her affiliation with Sweet Adelines International.  
Your individual membership in the Coronet Club is contingent upon continued affiliation 
with Sweet Adelines. Eligibility to perform as a quartet on the Coronet Club Show is 
limited to active, registered champion quartets. 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

 
International Funds 
The Queens' Assistance Fund is an annual budget item of Sweet Adelines International 
and subject to availability of funds and approval of the International Board.  International 
Policy provides:  

 Portal-to-portal transportation for the current International Champion 
Quartet from their homes to the International Convention. 

 Actual cost of two (2) double rooms at the Headquarters Hotel for a 
maximum of seven (7) nights  

 Complimentary convention registration  
Note:   All four (4) members of the current International Champion Quartet are expected 
to attend the International Convention for public relations appearances on behalf of our 
organization, otherwise the funds will be withdrawn. 
Headquarters staff will be in touch with you in the spring or early summer prior to the 
convention to advise you about making your travel arrangements through the 
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organization's travel agency— a requirement for all travel paid by Sweet Adelines 
International.  If you are ready to make arrangements and have not been contacted, feel 
free to contact them.  The International Board will determine the day you are required to 
be on site, but plan for the whole week.  Housing will be paid for the days that they 
require. 

 
Coronet Club Funds  
As International Champions you will be featured on the Coronet Club Show and officially 
welcomed into the Coronet Club.  You will be eligible to receive the same Champion 
Assistance as others performing on the show who meet the rehearsal attendance 
requirements*.  As determined annually by the Coronet Club Board of Directors, funds 
are distributed to participating Coronet Club members at the Coronet Club annual 
meeting. 
In future years, as long as your quartet is active, you will be eligible for consideration as 
a featured quartet on the Coronet Club Show.  In addition to the individual assistance 
described above, featured quartets who follow the performance guidelines receive a 
performance fee as determined annually by the Coronet Club Board of Directors.  
Quartets appearing in a "cameo" slot are not eligible for the quartet performance fee. 
*In order to qualify for assistance, Coronet Club members must attend two of the three scheduled 
rehearsals in the convention city. 
 

YOUR FIRST CHAMPION RECORDING 
 

Recording Policies 
 In order to maintain a high standard of quality on recordings bearing the name Sweet 
Adelines International, the International Board of Directors has adopted these recording 
policies: 

 When a Sweet Adelines International region, area, chorus and/or quartet 
wishes to produce a recording and use the name of Sweet Adelines 
International, the following information must be submitted to the Music 
Services Director: 

1. Name(s) of the group(s) planning to record 
2. Titles of the songs planned for the recording 
3. Copies of letters to copyright holders requesting mechanical licenses 
4. All visual material to be used (artwork) 
5. The following disclaimer must appear on all recordings etc., approved 

by Sweet Adelines International:  "Performance of songs on this 
recording does not necessarily constitute endorsement of 
arrangements as contest material." 

6. The following disclaimer must appear in all recording ads: "The 
distribution, sale or advertising of unofficial recordings is not a 
representation that the contents of such recordings are appropriate 
for contest use." 

 A copy of the master recording must also be submitted to the Music 
Services Director for approval. 

 If the quality of the recording is not up to the standards of Sweet Adelines 
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International, the Music Services Director may deny the use of the name 
"Sweet Adelines International" on the jacket and/or label and in publicity 
releases. 

 In order to advertise a recording in a Sweet Adelines International 
publication, a Sweet Adelines International region, chorus or quartet must 
follow the procedures as stated above. 

  
Sale of Recordings at International Convention 
Each champion quartet may participate in the Queens' Court sales area operated by the 
Coronet Club as an extension of Harmony Bazaar for the purpose of selling recordings 
of International Champion Quartets.  The Queens' Court, first operated at the 1992 
International Convention, relieves individual quartets of the responsibility of continuously 
staffing an individual sales area, since sales personnel are provided through the 
Coronet Club. The Queens' Court Chairman will contact all registered quartets prior to 
International Convention with the necessary details and information.  Guidelines for the 
Queens' Court are listed on the Coronet Club website.  You may also want to sell your 
recordings on our website too.  If this is the case, then arrange to leave your recordings 
for the Coronet Club online store.  Make sure to arrange for this with the Queens’ Court 
Chairman. 
Sales at the Queens' Court are limited to recordings.  Quartets wishing to set up their 
own sales area, or to sell items other than recordings, may contact International 
Headquarters for information on the current Convention Sales Policy. 
 
In accordance with the policy adopted by the International Board of Directors, the 
International Headquarters sales area, known as Harmony Bazaar, is the only 
authorized sales area in the official convention space and sales items may not be 
promoted at the International Convention in official convention space, which includes all 
public areas of convention hotels and auditoriums.   
 

 

NEXT YEAR’S CONVENTION                         
 

Public Relations Appearances 
Depending on the media available in the convention city, the Headquarters staff may 
have lined up radio or television appearances for you, or your schedule may include 
performances for civic organizations. 
 

Mass Sing 
If your schedule allows, the International Board of Directors and the membership 
appreciate having the current International Champion Quartet at the annual Mass Sing, 
generally held on Friday morning.  This function frequently gets local (and sometimes 
national) media coverage, and the presence of the current champions helps to enhance 
the event. 
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Finalist Briefing 
At least one member of your quartet, but preferably all four of you, should be in 
attendance at the Finalist Briefing held at the convention auditorium immediately 
following the Quartet Semi-Finals. At this time all competitors, performers, and award 
presenters will receive information regarding the awards ceremony.  Your presence is 
also appreciated by those ten lucky quartets who have qualified for the top ten. 

 
Quartet Finals 
You will be scheduled into the traffic pattern of the Quartet Finals, including warm-up 
room and formal photo. You will perform immediately following contestant number ten, 
or the intermission that follows that contestant, while the scores are being tabulated.   
As outgoing Champions, you will be invited to present first place medals and crowns to 
the new Champions (the crowns are selected and purchased by the Coronet Club 
President). You will have received specific instructions at the Finalist Briefing, but 
members of the International Headquarters staff and Coronet Club Board will be on 
hand to assist with the awards ceremony.  

 
CORONET CLUB EVENTS 

 
Your official induction into the Coronet Club will occur on Friday night, as part of the 
Coronet Club Show. You are welcome, and expected to take part in all Coronet Club 
rehearsals and other activities at the convention as your schedule permits.  You will 
definitely need to be present for a part of the on-stage rehearsal on Friday morning to 
finalize staging of your induction into the Coronet Club. 
 

Reception for Competing Quartets 
The Coronet Club hosts a reception for all quartets competing in the International 
Quartet Competition. The purpose of this function is to provide an opportunity for 
competing quartets to socialize with one another, as well as with Coronet Club 
members. This reception is generally held on Tuesday afternoon of convention week.  
The Coronet Club assumes the entire cost of the reception, invites competing quartets, 
and provides some of its members to assist with hosting duties. Your responsibility is to 
attend looking glamorous and regal, greet guest quartets, Coronet Club members, and 
other VIPs invited to attend, and sing a song for those in attendance. 
 

Coronet Club Show 
Since 1966 the Coronet Club has combined its talents each year to present its own 
special show during convention week. Your performance may be scheduled at any time, 
depending on the show theme and possible guest talent.  Following your performance 
you are welcomed into the Coronet Club with the singing of Renee Craig's composition, 
The Coronet Waltz. At that time you take your place in the Coronet Chorus and perform 
the balance of chorus songs.  Prior to the convention the Show Production Chairman 
will inform you of all details regarding your participation. 

Music, learning tracks and show schedule will be available at www.coronetclub.org. 
You will find Coronet Club Show Guidelines, which explain how the show is put together 

http://www.coronetclub.org/
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on the Coronet Club website as well. 

 
The Coronet Clubhouse 
On Saturday night of convention week, you are expected to attend and perform at the 
Coronet Clubhouse. This event is open to all convention attendees. 
 
Coronet Club Annual Meeting 
On Saturday morning of the convention the Coronet Club holds its Annual Meeting. 
Funds from the Coronet Club treasury are used to host this function. The purpose of this 
meeting is to conduct Coronet Club business, elect new Board members, and share 
Club business.  You will be expected to open the business portion of this meeting with a 
song. 

 
LONG LIVE THE CHAMPIONS!! 
 
Coronet Club Membership 
The purpose of the Coronet Club is to unite the members of International Champion 
Quartets of Sweet Adelines International. On the Coronet Club website you will find 
copies of the Bylaws and Standing Rules of the Coronet Club.  Also included is The 
Coronet Club, written by Jewel King.  This article will tell you about the history of the 
Coronet Club. 
You will be given access to the Coronet Club website and Members Only (Royal 
Entrance) Section.  You will also be added to the on-line Coronet Club Roster and e-
mail distribution group.  

   
Replacement Quartet Member 
By policy established by the International Board of Directors, an International Champion 
Quartet may not retain its status if more than one member of the quartet is replaced.  
This policy refers to the personnel that existed at the time you were named an 
International Champion Quartet, not to any previous personnel changes that may have 
occurred. 
Once a permanent replacement has registered with an International Champion Quartet, 
has been recognized by the Coronet Club as such, and is a member in good standing of 
Sweet Adelines International, she is welcomed into the Coronet Club as an Associate 
Member without voting rights.  The quartet may obtain a crown for her to wear. 
In order for a replacement member of an International Champion Quartet to earn a gold 
medal as well as voting rights, she shall have actively participated for three years with 
the quartet, in at least three International Conventions, as well as in other phases of 
Sweet Adelines International. 
The request for a gold medal shall be made by the quartet itself, on behalf of its 
replacement member, and submitted to the president of the Coronet Club.  Such a 
recommendation shall include the number of shows in which the replacement member 
has participated, plus any other accomplishments in Sweet Adelines International. 
The Coronet Club Board votes on the request either at its Annual Meeting or by a mail 
or electronic vote, at the discretion of the president of the Coronet Club.  Following the 
vote, the president will notify the quartet of the results.  Any request for a gold medal is 
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also subject to the approval of the International Board of Directors. 
An Associate Member of the Coronet Club may wear her crown for any of the functions 
described previously in this Queens' Kit. There is no "probation period."  She shall have 
all the privileges of a member of the Coronet Club.  She may not, however, wear a gold 
medal until she has earned it through active participation with her quartet, as outlined 
above. 
Occasionally it is necessary, due to emergency or other temporary situation, for Queens 
of Harmony to use a "substitute" for one of the quartet's regular members.  A substitute 
is any non-Coronet Club member who performs with a champion quartet for the sole 
purpose of filling in for a brief period of time.  She may wear the crown (and only the 
crown) when appearing in an official capacity with the quartet.  A substitute is not 
considered a member of the Coronet Club, and is never entitled to wear a gold medal. 


